
MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE
ASSEMBLY MEMORANDUM

No. AM 844-2024

Meeting Date:  October 22, 2024

1  From: Assembly Members Volland, Brawley and Vice Chair Zaletel.
2
3 Subject: AN ORDINANCE THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY 
4 AMENDING ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL CODE SECTIONS 
5 21.04.30, 21.06.020, AND CHAPTER 21.07 TO SIMPLIFY SPECIFIC 
6 RESTRICTIONS FOR RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE B-3 
7 ZONING DISTRICT AND WAIVING PLANNING AND ZONING 
8 COMMISSION REVIEW.
9

10 The proposed ordinance is intended to increase the flexibility of one of the 
11 Municipality’s most versatile zoning districts: the B-3 Commercial district. Despite 
12 its name, this zone allows for mixed-use, and much of Anchorage’s recent 
13 multifamily residential development is being built in this zone.
14
15 The ordinance accomplishes this goal by removing B-3 district from some of the 
16 more limiting design requirements of Title 21, such as the private open space 
17 requirements of section 21.07.030, as well as the residential design standards of 
18 section 21.07.110.
19
20 Additionally, the ordinance proposes matching the height restrictions for residential 
21 buildings in the Midtown area and the U-Med district to the currently existing, more 
22 relaxed standards for commercial buildings, such as hotels, in the same areas.  
23
24 There are no anticipated economic effects by amending these provisions of code, 
25 so a summary of economic effects is not provided.
26
27 We request your support for the ordinance.
28
29 Prepared by: Assembly Counsel’s Office
30
31 Respectfully submitted: Daniel Volland, Assembly Member
32 District 1, North Anchorage
33
34 Anna Brawley, Assembly Member
35 District 3, West Anchorage
36
37 Meg Zaletel, Assembly Vice Chair
38 District 4, Midtown Anchorage


