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MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE
ASSEMBLY MEMORANDUM

No. AM 289-2026

Meeting Date: April 28, 2026
From: Assembly Member Silvers and Vice Chair Brawley

Subject: AO 2026-53(S): AN ORDINANCE OF THE ANCHORAGE
MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY AMENDING ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL
CODE BY ADDING A NEW CHAPTER 15.120 PROHIBITING THE
FEEDING OF WILD ANIMALS AND BIRDS OF PREY AND
UPDATING THE FINE SCHEDULE ACCORDINGLY.

The S-version addresses an ambiguity identified after the original ordinance was
introduced: the use of bird feeders possibly subjecting the owner to penalties. Bird
feeders are quite common, and here in our urban-wildland areas animals other than
birds often raid a backyard bird feeder. And, there are two birds in the definition of
“deleterious exotic wildlife,” the English sparrow and rockdove, that may be attracted
to bird feeders. The intent is not to punish the use of birdfeeders even though they
may unintentionally attract some deleterious exotic wildlife or wild animals, so the
S-version adds “the lawful use of bird feeders” to the list of actions that are not
prohibited by the new Code section penalizing feeding wild animals and birds of

prey.

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game has guidance available on the
responsible use of bird feeders and their use in winter:
https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=invasiveprofiles.europeanstarling ge
tinvolved
https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=livingwithbirds.winterfeeding.

Finally the state regulation 5 AAC 92.990(a)(21) has a bird species in its definition
of “deleterious exotic wildlife” that is not in the original ordinance’s definition, the
starling, and it has been seen in Anchorage and Southcentral Alaska, so it is added
in the S-version.

We request your support for the ordinance.
Prepared by: Assembly Legal Services

Respectfully submitted:  Yarrow Silvers, Assembly Member
District 5 — East Anchorage

Anna Brawley, Assembly Vice Chair
District 3 — West Anchorage
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